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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1-3 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
As for claim 1 , the antecedent basis of "the detector radiation" is unclear. 
As for claims 2 and 3, on lines 13-14 and lines 18, the phrases "the controller is 
adapted to scan..." and "the controller is adapted to focus..." respectively are unclear 
on whether the controller or the SLM is capable of performing the function of scan 
and/or focus. 

As for claim 12, the antecedent basis for "the scene-detector" and "the controller" 
are unclear. 

Clarifications and appropriate corrections are required. 

Claims 4-11 and 13-17 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend on another multiple 
dependent claim(s). See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 4-11 and 13-17 
have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-3 and 12, as understood by the examiner, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Robinson et al US5616912. 

With respect to claim 1 , Robinson et al disclose an imaging system adapted to 
observe a scene which provides an optical input to the system comprising: a spatial light 
modulator(SLM, 3); a controller(cc) controlling a pattern to be displayed on the SLM, 
and a detector(l); the controller being adapted to modify the pattern displayed on the 
SLM so as to cause the SLM in use, to control the radiation incident upon the SLM from 
the optical input so as to sequentially scan across the detector the radiation from 
different angular regions or depth regions in 3-D space of the scene(col.2-3). 

With respect to claim 2, per the above discussion, Robinson et al disclose the 
controller is adapted to control the SLM to scan different angular portions of the scene 
letting images from different angular portions of the scene reaching the detector(col.4). 

With respect to claim 3, per the above discussion, Robinson et al disclose the 
controller is adapted to control the SLM to focus different depth regions of 3-D scene 
space over the detector(col.5, fig. 6, note that a 3-D object has various depth regions). 

The imaging system of Robinson et al inherently performs the claimed method 
steps(claim 20). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony Lu whose telephone number is 5712728448. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am- 6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Porta can be reached on 5712722444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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